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REDUCED GLAMOUR

THE NEUTRAL TONES OF GREY, BROWN AND
BLACK IN THIS FOREST TOWN HOME SPEAK
OF A NEW MINIMALISM, WHERE GLAMOUR
IS ABOUT AUTHENTICITY AND SIMPLICITY
RATHER THAN LOUD DESIGN STATEMENTS.
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When Shaun Baker wenn to meet architect
Bovan Dimnstan of B Studho o diseuss plans
fior his new Forest Town home, he took with
him a rectangular piece of grev stone. I dean
lipes and nentral colour were (o be the chiel’
sotree of mspiranon loe the calm space thal
was subsequently creaged.

Sl orve of three partoers m the new
Johanneshorg-based b house George
Baker, also hroughs with him a love for one
of the most womme buldings of the modem
wsoverenl, Lidwag Mies van der Bohe’s
Barcelona Pavilion.

The pavilion, with ins low ool lnxuroos
marlsle and kengthening tavertine tiles,
was destroned a vear alier it was built in the
[ 9205, bt was vebalr i the 19805, s eberant
pranquiliny bias been aseribed o s Lvash use
of marble and glass in exouisitely simple lines,
with a glassy pond adding to the mood,

Brvan has suceessfinlly coeated asinlay
sereriiy i Shaun's nnobomesive marhile, gliss
and concrete home. In substance, the house
15 a8 comgact as an aparimnent But ir lives
lighily wath the rectangular ving area sithing
gently berween a long black swimming pool
anscl a peacefil fishpond, When the doors e
open, this mom has Barcelona written all over

it = ir's as i the enrive honse becormes a cool
verandal inviting dhe oueside all e way

The Scic Iralian kitchen is a clevery
concealed g’d“v!.' within this Spekce andd
15 another cool, unobrrusve area where
evervihing is hidden behind clean white doors,

And while the Inang and dining furninwe is
mirimal, the mood B i far cry from the harsly
mmarsimalizm of the 1980s. Shamn worked with
Greenside inverior design firm, Mezzanine,
anel has made expensive use of his own falbracs,
There are soli laundered hnens in shades of
grey on the omoman, conches and even the
fep-dlonwn soli out on the verandaby, while wo
armchairs are covered in an Asian-nspined
fabric by [im Thompson — an international
bramel insporred by TECo and stocked In
George Baker in Johanneshburg,

Shatmn and his parner Mancly Giriffiths
hawe worked in the fabric ndusory for manm
years and Limched Georpe Baker Furmshing
Fabiics and Wallcoverings in Maw It's a
branel they feel caters for a very specific need.
“There's phenty ol cheap abne around,
as wiell as somne very expensive fabne, We
hiwe created something for the niche in
Between and the response has been Bntashe,”
sava Manche All the compan's fabrics are
importec, but they camy the George Baker
fabsel — ancd Souty Adnean pricing, The ook
and feel of the range is verv much in keeping
with the style of Shaun's house; naniral
cottons, lundered hnens and ahan cotton
velvets ina neutral, low-sheen palette. The
latest collecton, for winter 2001, 15 a snchy in
nch pewier and brown tweeds — with wmeless,

rnoclern seyhing that wonld sit comfortably in
bath dlassie and conemporary spaces,

These sanw muned tones are carried o
tlie honese’s bedvooms and bathrooms, Built
ot the eastern side of e house, the twa
bedrooms st on top of each other, with
floating oak stairs leading the way up, Interio
woodwork, done by Mareus Pieterse of Make,
acds warmth among all the marble and glass.

The exterior walls are coated in a I'!.'ln||':-||h
cemment finizh that will weather namwally, 1
winted 1o aflow the building te weather i a
o etic way in order o de 1t o the site,” savs
avchitect Bryvan Dunstan, who also designed
artist William Eentridge's downtown sidio

The clean interiors of the boilding are
[JITHT) ||' | [} m-\.i_l ||¢; |:-'!. I ETHOT T RS, | e i||';'i:<:||!|ii'.
storage area beneath it The howse s ol over
i el swimming pood —and Brvan sugeested
turning that entire excavated space into 2
basement. making 1t posabde for Slom o lve
in authentcalle mimmal sove,

= (George Boker 011 024 2747083 453 8788,
wew geormeboker cozo

= B0 Studio Architects, 017 482 7942,

whww bedlsin oo, 70

= Maoke 017 414 9900, www makefurniture.co.zo
» Mezzanine 011 BEES 3984,

W mazzanineinkrlons oo, za



ABOVE The elongaoted, clean
lines of the houss axkand o
beth bathrooms. RIBHT Architect
Briyan Dunstan phaced the two
bedrooms on fop of eoch ather
la give the house o presence
fram tha siréed. bul the living
areq refreafs peacefully infe

The biock af he praperly.












LEFT When fhe doors are open,
fhe fiving area, pool deck and
garden become one. ABOVE
The lving moom s furnished with
couwches and armehairs from
Meazzanine, covered in Geomge
Baker lobrics. The enclossd sh

pond, behind ghass of the far
end of the room, odds fo the
sense of colm
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